EAP 1640 – Advanced Composition for English Language Learners


Fall 2019
Monday & Wednesday, 1:00-2:15pm
Class Information and Syllabus
Valencia College, West Campus
Classroom: 5 - 258
Instructor: Brandon A. Harris
e-mail:
bharris56@valenciacollege.edu

Phone: 224-300-0267
Course Description/Objective: Students develop the ability to use writing-related technology and plan, write, revise, and edit sentences, paragraphs, and essays at the advanced level. A departmental final exam is required. Minimum grade of C required for successful completion.
 

Textbooks:  Final Draft 4 textbook with access code for Writing Skills Interactive
Other Objectives:   In addition to specific EAP objectives, the course will reinforce the following competencies wholly or partially.

Valencia Competencies:   Valencia has defined four interrelated competencies that prepare students to succeed in the world community: (1) think, (2) value, (3) act, and (4) communicate.  The college catalog outlines these competencies. The activities in this course will further develop your mastery of the four core competencies.

CLAS (College Level Academic Skills) Competencies:
These competencies are a graduation requirement. To the extent possible, you will be encouraged to develop reading skills, essay skills, and English language skills as part of your work in this course. Additional information is available in the current Valencia College catalog.

Classroom Policies
Attendance: You are expected to attend class and  be on time. If you miss 50% or more of the class, you will be marked as absent. However, "life happens" sometimes and if there is a problem, please send me a text message, email, or explain to me after class why you are so late or have to miss class. I will work with you if you work with me.  
If you have to be absent, you are responsible to find out what you missed in class. You must be prepared for the next class meeting. Check Canvas and/or contact another student to find out what information or material was covered in class, to find out the homework for the next class, and to get any missed assignments or handouts.

Participation: Your active participation in each class is necessary in order to learn and improve as much as possible.  This means you must pay attention, stay focused during class, group and individual activities, be polite and respectful of everyone, and be ready and able to share your ideas. You must not talk while others are talking or behave in a rude or distracting manner in the classroom. 

CELL PHONES: Cell phones are good! But like any other piece of technology they can be used in the wrong way. We will use our cell phones in class for translation, the dictionary, and perhaps even some interactive activities. You are adults, so you will be treated like adults which comes with both responsibilities and consequences.  In class, you should not be checking social media but paying attention. If you don't pay attention, you waste your own money and time - but you will not waste other people's time and money. So my only rule is this - DO NOT LET YOUR CELL PHONE BECOME A DISTRACTION FOR OTHERS. 
No-Show Policy:  Because of Valencia College’s Start Right policy, students must attend the first week of classes or be counted as a ‘No Show.’ A student cannot start class the second week. A student who does not attend the first two class meetings will be marked “No-Show” and will be officially withdrawn from the class during the No-Show Reporting Period from September 5 to September 14. There will be no exceptions (unless due to emergency with official written documentation). If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a ‘W’ will appear on your transcript for the course.

In order to get a refund for the course, students must withdraw from the class in Atlas by the 

Drop/Refund Deadline on Tuesday, September 4, at 11:59 pm. After that date, refunds will not be issued.

Homework: It is your responsibility to complete all required assignments. You must come to class with your assignments completed so that you are prepared to participate. All assignments must be completed by the beginning of class on the due date (or submitted online by the deadline). There is a 5% penalty for any assignment not submitted according the submission guidelines and in the 


required format,.

Late work can be submitted up to three days after the original due date. 25% will be deducted from the grade for any work turned in late. No late work will be accepted more than one week after the assignment due date.
In Class Writings: You must be in class on any in class writing day. If you miss an in class writing, you must contact the instructor to arrange a time to make up the writing before the next class meeting. If you do not contact the instructor before the next class meeting, you will not be allowed to make up the writing and will earn a zero.

Required Lab:   Lab homework is required in all EAP courses. You will receive assignment details each week.

Contacting the Professor: The best way to contact me is by email. You must use your Valencia email to contact me. If the matter is urgent, send me a text message. 

Recording in Class: Please do not use any recording device in class without first obtaining my permission.

Academic Honesty: You must complete all assignments yourself without help from another person or other sources, like magazines, books, or the internet, unless I state otherwise. Cheating is copying from another student or allowing another student to copy from you. Plagiarism is taking someone else’s ideas or words and turning it in as your own work. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any instance of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment. If a student cheats or plagiarizes twice during the semester, that student will receive an ‘F’ in the course. For more information about Valencia Colleges’ policies on Academic Dishonesty, go to http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policies.cfm, Volume 8: Students. 

Smarthinking: As a Valencia student, you have free access to an online academic support program that is available 24/7 through your Atlas account. You can get live online tutoring, as well as receive feedback on your essays and research papers, among other support services. For more information, view the Learning Suppor

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.valenciacollege.edu/owa/redir.aspx?REF=Oi2y0XvDRVa-d6BQjEEgmaIul2Mloy1842vDQ0NF4HW4oRg8vA3WCAFodHRwOi8vdmFsZW5jaWFjb2xsZWdlLmVkdS9sZWFybmluZy1zdXBwb3J0L2Jyb3dzZS1ieS1jYW1wdXMuY2Zt" \o "Link to Learning Support" \t "_blank" t website.
Students with Special Needs: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus, SSB-102, 407-582-1523). 

Baycare Behavioral Health’s Student Assistance Program: Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800)878-5470. Three free confidential face-to-face consultations are also available to students.

Important Note for International Students (F-1 or J-1 Visa):
Please be advised that withdrawal from this course may negatively impact your visa status.  Consult the International Student Services office for more information on full-time enrollment requirements, 407-582-5400.

Important Dates
Drop/Refund Deadline: September 4, 11:59 pm

No Classes: Labor Day - September 3; College Night - October 11; Thanksgiving - November 21-25

Midterm exam: Wednesday, October 17

Withdrawal Deadline:  November 18, 11:59 pm

If you withdraw by this date, you will receive a ‘W’ for the course. If you receive a ‘W,’ you will not earn credit for the course.

Comprehensive Departmental Final Exam: Wednesday, December 12, 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Evaluation and Grading Scale: EAP courses use a ten-point scale, with a C as the minimum passing and advancement grade for each course.
Grades that satisfy the EAP course requirement:
A         90-100%        
B         80-89%
C         70-79%
Grades that do NOT satisfy the EAP course requirement:
D         60-69%
F            0-59%
Determination of final course grade:
Lab Work:                                10%

Practice Writing Assignments: 50%

Essays Written At Home:       20%

Essays Written In Class:         30%

Midterm Exam:                       10%

Final Exam:                             25%

Departmental Midterm/Final Examinations:   Both the midterm and final are departmental exams.   

*Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus may be made at any time during the term by announcement by the instructor.   A revised syllabus may be issued at the discretion of the instructor.
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